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education are recognized as having a learning 
disability. By way of comparison, fewer than 
four out of ten (35 percent) white students 
with a disability are learning disabled while 
26 percent of Asian students with a disability 
are acknowledged to have a learning disability. 
Finally, over 49 percent of Native Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific Islanders exhibit a learning dis-
ability (U.S. Department of Education, 2015). 
These statistics seem to suggest that, in some 
instances, we need to vastly improve our assess-
ment procedures when evaluating culturally 
and linguistically diverse students for a possible 
learning disability.

Technology and Individuals 
With Learning Disabilities
Students with learning disabilities can benefit 
from the use of assistive technology. Often for students with learning disabilities, 
assistive technology can serve as a cognitive prosthesis—helping students to com-
pensate for challenges as well as become more effective and efficient learners (Bouck, 
2016; Bryant & Bryant, 2012; Edyburn, 2006). Much of the assistive technology 
considerations for students with learning disabilities address content-area learning 
(see Chapter 5 for a more in-depth discussion). For example, audiobooks or text-
to-speech can help students compensate for reading challenges. Similarly, computers 
(word processing programs) and their related software (for example, speech-to-text, 
word prediction, spell-checkers) can benefit students with writing challenges. Finally, 
calculators can aid students with learning disabilities who struggle with calcula-
tion or the processing of basic mathematics facts. Aside from content-area support, 
assistive technology can also help students with learning disabilities with regard to 
organization and self-management (Courtad & Bouck, 2013). Students with learn-
ing disabilities can use technology such as Livescribe™ smartpens to take notes; the 
pen has the capability of recording the audio of a lecture or discussion while the stu-
dents simultaneously take notes on its accompanying special paper. Smartphones and 
other portable, mobile technologies can also help students with memory problems 
(for example, alarms, reminders, calendars).

Trends, Issues, and Controversies
The field of learning disabilities abounds with issues and controversies. We have chosen 
to briefly examine one contemporary issue that confronts the field today: full inclusion.

Challenges in Service Delivery:  
The Full Inclusion Movement
The subject of serving students with learning disabilities in full inclusion classrooms 
is one of the most controversial issues confronting the field of learning disabilities. 
Parents, policy makers, educators, and administrators alike continue to wrestle with 
this emotionally charged topic, and we find powerful arguments on both sides of this 
issue (Spence-Cochran, Pearl, & Walker, 2013; Vaughn, Bos, et al., 2014).

Evaluating students who are culturally and linguistically diverse for a possible 
learning disability is a difficult task.
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